
USAf’S INAUGURAL THOUGHT LEADERSHIP EVENT,
2 OCTOBER 2025

08:15 -- 09:10 ARRIVAL AND REGISTRATION. TEA/COFFEE IS SERVED

09:00 -- 09:10 Welcome Remark, Introduction of The
Challenge, and the Moderator

Dr Phethiwe Matutu, CEO: Universities South Africa

09:10 -- 09:15 Introduction of the first Panellist Ms Cathy Mohlahlana, an Award-winning broadcast
journalist and radio talk show host at SAfm

09:15 -- 09:45
School Completion is Advancing More Rapidly

than University Growth: Implications for Youth
and National Development

Professor Martin Gustafsson, Advisor: Department of
Basic Education and Economics Professor:

Stellenbosch University

09:45 -- 10:15

The Complexities of Universities’ Institutional
and Enrolment Planning and the Policy

Constraints Hindering Public Universities from
Leveraging Distance Learning

Dr Denyse Webbstock, Senior Director: Institutional
Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation at the University

of Johannesburg

10:15 -- 10:35 A DISCUSSION

10:35 -- 11:05 TVET Colleges as Feasible and Future-Oriented
Post-School Education and Training Pathways

Dr Mamochite George Mothapo, Secretary General:
South African Public Colleges Organisation (SAPCO)

11:05 -- 11:15 BODY BREAK

11:15 -- 11:45
Private Higher Education Provision as a Viable

Post-School Study Pathway

Dr Carin Stoltz-Urban, Chairperson of the South
African Private Higher Education (SAPHE) Board and
Chief Operations Officer: Inscape Education Group

(Pty)

11:45 -- 12:15

The Future of Work and Workers in South
Africa; Multiple Pathways to Meaningful

Economic Participation
 

Professor André Roux, Head: Academic Programmes
in Futures Studies, Stellenbosch Business School

12:15 – 12:55 A DISCUSSION

12:55 – 13:00 Meeting Wrap-up; Key Takeaways and Way
Forward

Dr Phethiwe Matutu, CEO: Universities South Africa

Rethinking Post-School Pathways for Youth Employability in South Africa


