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11 October 2025
Universities South Africa pays tribute to the late Professor Lis Lange

Universities South Africa (USAf) is deeply saddened by the passing of Professor Lis Lange, a senior
scholar and significant contributor to thought leadership in higher education, particularly in the areas
of higher education transformation and social justice for the greater good of society.

At the time of her departure, Professor Lis Lange was a Special Advisor to the Deputy Vice-
Chancellor: Learning and Teaching at Stellenbosch University. She had only recently resigned from
her membership of Universities South Africa’s Teaching and Learning Strategy Group (TLSG).
Professor Lange was serving the last year of her first two-year term when, due to ill-health, she
requested to step down in June 2025. She had played a key role in the TLSG advisory committee
that had strategic oversight of the 2024 USAf Higher Education Conference in determining the
thematic areas.

“We will miss Professor Lange for her outspokenness, her courage to speak truth to power and for
being a bold advocate for transformation in higher education,” Dr Phethiwe Matutu, Chief Executive
Officer of Universities South Africa, says.

“She was not one to mince words in her confrontation of issues. My most recent recollection of her
contribution was at the USAf Higher Education Conference in 2024, where she shone a spotlight on
the challenge of transforming universities against a backdrop of contradictory realities. Among
numerous examples, she mentioned:

a) Using neoliberal tools to effect transformative change and only conserving the status quo,
as a consequence;

b) Attempting to introduce inter-disciplinary and multi-disciplinary degrees in the face of a rigid
subject matter classification system not lending itself to change; and

c) Future-proofing graduates within programmes stuck in a system of accreditation unchanged
from 2004.

“The higher education sector is poorer for losing this bright mind who was widely recognised for her
intellect, integrity, and compassion for the underprivileged. We will certainly miss her voice in
conversations seeking to resolve systemic issues within the sector.”

In conclusion, Dr Matutu has, on behalf of USAf, expressed deepest condolences to the family and
friends of Professor Lange, as well as her associates at all the institutions she served. “As members
of the higher education sector, we assure the family that we share in their loss. May this gentle soul
rest in eternal peace.”
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